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Course Objectives and Format 

 Welcome to SR/English 9. This year students will develop and refine their ability to read, comprehend, and 
analyze texts.  Not only will students be exposed to various types of literature, they will also concentrate on expanding 
their grammar and writing skills.  Overall, students will improve reading levels, expand critical thinking skills, and 
discover an appreciation for literature. 

The daily course structure is as follows: 

• SSR/SSW  Silent Sustained Reading/Writing - Students choose a text to use for    
   
   additional reading strategy practice and discover what he/she enjoys about reading. 
 

• Reading Showcase The teachers will model reading strategy and/or literary concepts. 
 

• Focus Lesson  Students practice using the strategy and concepts with guidance from the  
 

    teacher/partner.  Students verify their individual responses are correct.  
 

• STL   Student-Team Literature - Students continue to work independently or with a partner to 
     
   further his/her understanding of the strategy/concept. 

 During the second semester, we will transition to English 9. The format of class will remain similar, but more 
composition and grammar will be added as well as texts that are of higher lexile levels.  In addition, students will be 
focusing on curriculum embedded vocabulary and various poetry/literary concepts.  Students will still have SSR/SSW, but 
this will happen less frequently in the classroom. 

Materials and Texts 

 Please bring with you daily:  laptop, three ring binder, notebook paper, pen/pencil, your homework, your 
planner, text/book we are currently reading.   

 Some of the lengthier texts you may encounter this year are:  Seedfolks, Crossover, Walk Two Moons, Invisible, A 
Long Way Gone, The Crossing, To Kill a Mockingbird (screenplay version), Of Mice and Men, House on Mango Street, The 
Odyssey, Romeo and Juliet, etc.  In the second semester students will receive a HMH textbook, that will also have online 
capabilities. 

Absent Work Policy 
            All assignments should be submitted on time. Students will be given the number of class periods equal to the 
number of lawful class periods absent to turn in completed make up assignments without penalty.  
 

Late Work Policy 
 All assignments should be submitted on time to earn full credit. Any assignment, (product, process, or 
practice) will be allowed to be turned in late for one letter grade deduction from the grade a student earns on the 
assignment. To earn credit for late assignments, students must submit assignments by the end of the day on Wednesday 
(except for the last week of the quarter) following the designated HAC update. Students are only able to submit 
assignments that have an established due date within the grading window before the designated HAC 
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update. Assignment that are turned in for late credit will be identified by a footnote in HAC to include a statement about 
the deduction of a letter grade due to the lateness of the assignment.  
 

Grading Window  Designated HAC Update  Late Work Due Date  

GW1 - September 8- September 24  September 24  September 29  

GW2 - September 27- October 13  October 13  October 20  

GW3 - October 14- October 29  October 29  November 5 (Friday)  

GW4 - November 8- November 19  November 19  November 24  

GW5 - November 22- December 10  December 10  December 15  

GW6 - December 13- January 13  January 13  January 21 (Friday)  

GW7 - January 24- February 11  February 11  February 16  

GW8 - February 14- February 25  February 25  March 2  

GW9 - February 28- March 11  March 11  March 16  

GW10 - March 14- March 25  March 25  March 31 (Thursday)  

GW11 - April 1- April 22  April 22  April 27  

GW12 - April 25- May 6  May 6  May 11  

GW13 - May 11- May 20  May 20  May 25   

 

HCPS Grading Policy 

 

PRODUCT (50%) 
Culminating Demonstration 

of Knowledge 

PROCESS (30%) 
Addressing Specific  

Short-Term 
Learning Outcomes 

PRACTICE (20%) 
Building Attitudes,  
Habits, and Skills 

Does it measure how well 
students achieved specific 
learning goals, standards, and/or 
competencies? 

Does it provide feedback to 
students regarding growth 
towards the attainment of 
specific learning goals, standards 
and competencies? 

Does it allow students to 
practice skills and/or reinforce 
content learning? 

• Primarily completed in 
presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 
Examples: tests, full-process 
essays, large projects, etc. 

• Primarily completed in 
presence of teacher 

• Rubric aligned to standards 

• Accuracy graded 
Examples: On-demand writing 
that shows competency of a 
specific skill, analysis of text for 
a given purpose, etc.  

• Graded for completion, and 
participation. 

• Effort has been displayed to 
correct errors and clarify 
thinking 

Examples: drills/closures, 
SSR/SSW, etc. 

 
Midterms/Finals 
 You must take a midterm and a final exam in every class. Since our class is semesterized, you will take two 
midterms and two finals.  Students may also take various benchmark assessments during each of the four marking 
periods to track progress.  Every student will also take a Performance Reading Series test that will gauge his/her lexile 
level (reading ability).  This test will be administered in August/September and then again in May/June to assess 
students’ growth in reading. 

Films 

Portions of the following films may be shown throughout our coursework this year in order to reinforce texts 

and/or unit themes we will cover: To Kill a Mockingbird (copyright 1962), Dead Poets Society (PG), The Odyssey (PG-13), 

Romeo and Juliet (both Zeffirelli’s 1968 and Luhrmann’s 1996 versions – rated PG and PG-13 respectively), Finding 



Forrester (PG-13), Of Mice and Men (PG-13), Vertical Limit  (copyright 2000; rated PG-13), Hoosiers (PG), Under the Same 

Moon (PG-13). 

 ****If parents/guardians do not sign off on this syllabus his/her child will not be able to view these movies 

and will have to complete alternative assignments.**** 

Academic Integrity 

 Cheating, copying, and plagiarism are all forms of academic dishonesty.  Cheating is any form of obtaining 
information unfairly and without authorization for a test, quiz or other graded assignment.  Copying is the use of 
another’s work with the understanding of a teacher that it is one’s own.  Unless a teacher has expressly stated in the 
assignment instructions that the task is one that is collaborative, it should be assumed that the assessment is an 
individual endeavor. Cheating, whether verbal, written, or computer generated, can involve, but is not limited to: 
copying on tests and homework, plagiarism of published works, multiple submission of work turned in for a grade by 
another student, discussion of test materials, using electronic devices to communicate contents of homework, tests, etc. 
in or outside of the school day. 

Cell Phone Policy 

• Students will place their electronic devices (including, but not limited to, cell phones, listening devices, smart 
watches, laptops, and iPads), either on silent or off, in a teacher designated area as they enter each classroom. 
Teachers will review with students the specific location for each room. The devices will remain in the teacher 
designated areas unless teachers explicitly tell students to use them as a part of classroom instruction. 

• Devices will remain in the teacher designated area during bathroom, office, guidance, etc. visits. 
• Devices will be retrieved from the teacher designated area at the end of the class at the direction of the teacher. 
• School-appropriate cellphone use is permitted during class changes and lunch. Students are not permitted to 

make phone calls during school hours. 
• Students will NOT be permitted to carry their electronic devices in a book bag throughout the school day. 
• If the electronic device policy is violated, the student shall then be subject to disciplinary action up to, and 

including, confiscation of the device as well as an office referral. 

Classroom Policies and Expectations 
 

1. Come to class prepared and on time. Be in your seat with all your materials on your desk when the bell rings. 
2. During the class period, you must be paying attention and on task. Respect is a two-way street.  If you treat 

everyone and everything in the classroom with respect, then in turn you will be respected.  
3. Keep your laptop screen “clam-shelled” or closed when not in use. 
4. SSR/SSW time is considered sacred, and you should be actively engaged and enjoying your book of choice! 
5. We dismiss the class when we are ready; the bell is not your signal to pack up and leave.  
6. Homework for other classes is not to be done in Strategic Reading/English class.  
7. If you have to use the bathroom or go to guidance and/or the main office, please ask in the beginning or at the 

very end of class.  Bathroom passes will be used on a MINIMAL basis in this classroom. 
 

Consequences: 

*If you fail to follow the above rules, after you have been provided verbal warnings, you should expect to face one or 

all of the following consequences:  phone call/email home to parents/guardians, removal from class for a specified 

amount of time, before/after school detention, office referral or detention. 

 

 

 



 

Digital Teaching and Learning (DTL) - Expectations and Norms  
 

Expectations for How to Communicate during Online Instruction 
Remember:  Human beings are on the other side of your written communication. 

✓ When communicating electronically, whether in the “chat,” through email, as part of a discussion post, in a 
shared document, or by some other method, your written words are read by real people, all deserving of 
respectful communication. 

➢ Before you press "send" or "submit," pause and ask yourself, "Would I be okay with this if someone else 
had written it?" or “Would I be okay if someone said this to or about me?”   

➢ If your teacher incorporates a discussion board into a lesson, be cautious about attempts to use humor.  
Do not write anything that could be perceived as angry or sarcastic; without hearing the tone of your 
voice or being able to see your facial expressions, your peers might not realize you are joking.  

➢ Keep your posts appropriate to the assignment, polite, and kind. 
➢ Avoid posting anything in the “chat” during a Teams meeting unless directed to do so by your teacher. 

 
✓ Represent yourself professionally when communicating “verbally” (i.e. discussion boards, electronic chat, 

Socratic discussions, etc.). 
➢ Know what you are talking about and state it clearly. 
➢ Be pleasant and polite. 
➢ Do not “YELL!!!” by using all caps or multiple exclamation marks, even if you disagree with what 

someone has written. 
➢ Be mindful of your use of emojis. 
➢ Check for spelling and grammar errors. 

 
✓ Present yourself professionally when communicating electronically. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

**Syllabus is subject to change** 


